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A Letter from the Board President...

Welcome to the 2017 Tennessee CASA Annual Meeﬁng.

Your support of our mission is Jrru|y opprecio’red.

The mission of Tennessee CASA is to supporJr, deve|op, exponcl, and
unite local CASA programs in recruifing and training volunteers to
advocate for Tennessee’s abused and neg|ec’red children. In order to

fulfill this mission, we re|y on and collaborate with peop|e like you who
want to influence better lives for the children we serve. Our stakeholders
- |egis|o+ors, advocates, staff, judges, and state agencies -- empower us
to ensure that every abused and neg|ec+eo| child in the volunteer state

has a voice.

Over the past year, we were able to provide support to 30 local CASA
programs serving 52 counties in Tennessee. Co||ec’rive|y, 1673 volunteers
gave 133,142 hours to advocate for 5,208 abused and neg|ec+ec|
children. W hile this is a great occomp|ishmen’r, there is more work to
do. There are still 43 counties that do not have a CASA program.

Every year, 20,000 vulnerable children in Tennessee are waiting for a
CASA Volunteer to speok up for their best interests. For this reason,
Tennessee CASA launched a statewide volunteer recruitment campaign
entitled, "Be For the Child." There is a dedicated website for prospective
volunteers, WWW.BeForTheChﬂd.org that has resulted in over 100
inquiries. Every local program has a social media and press toolkit for

customizing the campaign for their local community.

Toge’rher, we can make a difference in the lives of children and families
in Tennesseel Let us share our vision that every abused and neg|ec+ed

child in the state of Tennessee is given the opportunity to thrive in a safe
and |oving home. This shared vision is what brings us JrogeJrher Jroo|oy.

He||o us share the message:
Someone has to be for the child...

\)\/hy not you?

Thank you for being here Jrodcmy and for your continued support of
Tennessee CASAI

Maggie Bahou
Board President | 2017 - 2018
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Keynote Speaker

Michael Richard Meise, the son of German immigrants, was born in
Teoneck, New Jersey. His Fomi|y moved to Dickson, Tennessee in

1964 when he was five years old. Meise groduo’red from Dickson

County Senior High School in 1976. He went on to earn a Bachelor

of Science degree in Music Education and a Master of Arts degree
in Language and Literature from Austin Peay State University.

Meise earned his law degree from the Nashville School of Law in
2007 and was admitted to the Tennessee Bar the same year. He
served as an Assistant Public Defender in the 23rd Judicial District
and was elected to the bench of the Dickson Cou nty
Juvenile and Probate Court in 2014.

Meise has been a pub|ic school teacher for 35 years, still Jrec:chmg two classes at his high school alma mater,
and his wife of 37 years, Cindy Freeman, has been the director of choral activities at Dickson County High
School for the past 44 years.
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A Message from National iy, EF¥I

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

Blondean Jones serves as the State Development Officer for the
National Court Appointed Special Advocates Association (National
CASA). In her role with National CASA, Blondean provides |eoo|ershi|o,
facilitates, supports, and oversees in the o|eve|opmen’r and establishment
of strong state CASA/GAL organizations. She collaborates with State
Directors and the National Training and Network Deve|opmen’r Officers

fo design and imp|emen+ innovative practices, models, and ideas to

erreng’rhen state organizations within the network.

ul

Prior to joining National CASA, Blondean served as the State Director of the South Carolina Cass Elias
McCarter Guardian ad Litem Progrom in Columbia, South Carolina for three of her thirteen years with
the program. Before her position as State Director, Blondean worked in human services, bonking, retail,
childcare, human resources, management, parent education, and the healthcare ino|us+ry. Blondean is a
1989 graduate of North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University. She completed the Dale
Cornegie Skills for Success, and received a certificate of achievement in Non-Profit Monogemerﬁr from

the Co||ege of Business Administration of \)\/in’rhrop University in 2012.



Legislator of the Year

Senator Ferrell Haile

Having been fortunate enough to spend over 40 years as a small business
owner, phormacis’r, and farmer in Sumner Coun’ry, Senator Ferrell Haile has
learned first-hand about families, small businesses, farms, and the healthcare

system.

Born and raised in Sumner Couni'y, he attended pubiic school before oH'ending
Lipscomb Universii‘y and then groduoi‘ing from the Universii‘y of Tennessee

with a Bachelor of Science in Phormocy. After getting his grociuo’re degree,

Sen. Haile returned home to heip run the farm and serve patients as a phormocisi‘ for 42 years. He has
co-owned Perkins’ Drugs, Springfieici Drugs and South Side Drugs, Gallatin Drugs, McHaile Drugs, and
Atrium Phormocy.

Sen. Haile has done his best to heip better healthcare as Chairman for the Tennessee Phormocy Coop,
Vice Chair for the American Pi‘lorchy Cooperoi’ive Inc., board member of the Sumner Couni‘y Health
Department, member of the Tennessee Pharmacist Association, and member of the National Community

Pharmacists Association.

Aside from being a phormocisi‘, he has owned Haile Farms, a cattle farm serving middle Tennessee, since
1975. During this time, he was also a member of the Tennessee Cattleman’s Association and the

Tennessee Farm Burecu.

In addition to being a farmer and phormocisi‘, Sen. Haile has been blessed to be able to serve the
community in a variety of roles: as a church elder, board member of Christian Towers, board member of
World Christian Brocicicasi'ing, Paul Harris Fellow Rotarian, President of the Gallatin Morning Ro’rary
Club, President of the Gallatin Rotary Club at Noon, Leadership Sumner alumnus, President of the

Southeast Sumner Communii‘y Fire Depori‘meni’, and an Eogie Scout.

In 2010, he was unanimously appointed by the Sumner County Commission to fill the vacant 18th
District Seat. During Sen. Haile's three-month service, he was able to influence the debate in Nashville in

a positive way.

As a Senate member of the 110th General Assembiy, he serves as the First Vice Chairman of Senate
Health & Welfare Committee and a member of the Fo"owing committees and subcommittees: Senate
Education Committee, Senate Finance, Woys, and Means Committee, |nves+igo+ions & Oversigi‘ni‘

Subcommittee, and Revenue Subcommittee.

Sen. Haile is married to wife, Koy, and has four children and seven grondchiidren.
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Light of Hope Award

Annemarie Rainwater

Annemarie Rainwater is committing her life to he|ping foster children, because she was in foster
care for four years, both in Michigan and Tennessee. Annemarie was cdopi‘ed by Rick & Phy”is
Rainwater who she is proucl to call her forever Fami|y. She graduai‘ed from Cascade High School
in Bedford County and is currently a student at MTSU studying social work.

W hile Annemarie had a very difficult chi|c|hooc|, she is using her experience to |'1e|p others which
demonstrates her emotional resilience. Annemarie is a Frequeni‘ speaker on behalf of CASA
programs across Tennessee to tell the value of CASA in her experience in foster care and finding a
forever chi|y. She is featured in a deve|oping TN CASA Volunteer Recruitment Video that will
be launched by every local program statewide. Her testimony about CASA being instrumental in

her hcving an adopi‘ive Fami|y and her ear|y success is the theme of her presentations.

Annemarie was selected by National CASA to be the Youth Voice at the annual convention in Las
Vegas for Jewelers for Children, a national foundation that supports CASA. She also spol(e to the
Governor's Launch of the TN Fosters Initiative +hrough the faith community. As a scholar and
mentor for Youth Vi||cges, Annemarie gives support to other young peop|e who were in foster care.
Annemarie maintains this position by keeping her GPA, participating in community service, as well

as working a part-time job.

Most recenHy, Annemarie has been appoini‘ed by Governor Haslam to be a Youth Board Member

for the Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth.



Tennessee CASA Association, Inc.
Statement of Activities

For the year ended June 30, 2017 | Audited

Revenue
Grants $ 172,696
Dues and fees 9,993
State Marriage License Tax 108,125
Contributions 29,788
Interest 21
Total Public Support $ 320,623
Expenses
Salaries and Wages 188,699
Emp|oyee Benefits 14,619
Occupancy Expense 14,488
Telephone 3,413
Office Expense 1196
Travel 8,536
Public Relations 18,348
Small Equipment 18,198
Dues 9753
Training & Technical Assistance 66,587
Expansion Expenses 1,189
Professional Services 1,337
Insurance 2,858
Total Expenses $ 340,371
Increase (decrease) in net assets $ (19,748)
Beginning of year net assets $ 101,167
End of Year net assets $ 81,419

*All amounts rounded to nearest dollar

Grants & Contracts
National CASA Association
State of TN Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)
Tennessee Bar Foundation (IOLTA Funds)

Tennessee Commission on Children & Youth

Donors
General Motors (GM) Foundation
Tennessee Emp|oyees Charitable Compoign
Tennessee CASA Board of Directors
The Communif\/ Foundation of Middle Tennessee - The Big Poybock
Adam J. Liff

Individual Donors
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Fostering Futures Training of Facilitators & National CASA Training of Facilitators - July 2016
Annual Meeting & Leadership Training - September 2016
Highly Effective Governance Training - October 2016
New Director's Training - December 2016
Board Retreat: Development & Fundraising - January 2017
Children's Advocacy Days & CASA Day on the Hill - March 2017
5th Annual Tennessee CASA Conference - May 2017
Circles of Leadership Training - June 2017

Tennessee CASA Network (as of June 30, 2017)
30 local CASA programs serving 52 counties

Tennessee CASA Network Program Statistics:
Number of Children Served: 5208
Median cost per child served in Tennessee: $842
Number of CASA Volunteers: 1,673
Number of Volunteer Hours: 133,142 hours
(valued at $2,950,427)

Based on a $2216 value of volunteer time per hour in Tennessee,

occording to independen’rsedor‘org




Fayette ardemar’McNai,-y Hardin
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CASA, Inc. (1984)
Serving Davidson County

Julieanna Huddle, Executive Director

Hamilton County CASA (1985)
Tracy Taylor, Program Director

CASA of Northeast Tennessee (1985)
Serving Green, Unicoi, & Washington Counties
\)\/hifney ML ough/in, E xecutive Director

CASA of Memphis/Shelby County (1986)

Daphni Ishak, Program Director

CASA of East Tennessee (1987)
Serving Knox County
Britney Sink, Executive Director

Wilson County CASA (1987)

Cathey Sweeney, Executive Director

CASA of the Tennessee Heartland (1988)
Ser\/ing Anderson, Blount, & Scott Counties
Kesha Shipe W aters, Executive Director

CASA for Kids (1991)
Serving Hawkins & Sullivan Counties

Mary Kilpatrick, Executive Director

Sumner County CASA (1991)
Sonya Manfred, CEO

Williamson County CASA (1993)

Marianne Schroer, Executive Director

Madison County CASA (1996)

Dayfon Brown, Executive Director

CASA of Rutherford County (1997)

Kassie Davis, Executive Director

UCHRA Putnam County CASA (1999)
Serving Cumberland, Overton, Putnam &
Smith Counties
Kelly Arnold, Program Director

CASA of Robertson County (2004)
Sfephonie Mullins, E xecutive Director

CASA of Maury County (2006)

Denise Cox, Executive Director

CASA of Campbell County (2007)

Amanda Allen, Executive Director

CASA Corridor of East Tennessee (2007)
Serving Meigs, McMinn, & Rhea Counties
Frances Wit-McMahan, Executive Director

CASA of Henderson County (2007)

A nnie Searock, Executive Director

CASA Monroe (2007)
Alisa Hobbs, Executive Director

Dyer-Lake CASA (2008)
Serving Crockett, Dyer, & Lake Counties
Weno/y Smith, Executive Director

N/ MEMBER
NATIONAL CASA ASSOCIATION
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(=] Operating with CASA program
I No CASA Program

CASA of Tipton County, Inc. (2009)
Nina Smith, Executive Director

CASA of the 9th Judicial District (2009)
Serving |_ouo|on, Morgcm, & Roane Counties

Heather Moore-F rancis, Executive Director

CASA Works, Inc. (2010)
Serving Bedford, Coffee, & Franklin Counties
Wanda Strayhorn, Executive Director

CASA of Bradley and Polk Counties (2010)
Ho//y Carroll, Executive Director

Decatur County CASA (2011)

Diana Montgomery, Executive Director

Lakeway CASA (2012)
Serving Hamblen, Jefferson, & Sevier Counties

Denise Aludo, Executive Director

Junior's House (2013)
Serving Lincoln & Marshall Counties
Crysfo/ Guess, Executive Director

CASA of Dickson County (2016)

Rachel Spencer, Executive Director

SETHRA CASA (2016)
Serving B|edsoe, Grundy, Marion &
Sequatchie Counties

Margie Clemmer, Program Director

Tennessee CASA Association (1988)

L ynne Farrar, Executive Director
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TO THE FOLLOWING DIRECTORS ON THEIR YEAR(S) OF SERVICE
TO CASA AND THE CHILDREN THEY WORK HARD TO SERVE:

10 years of service | year of service
Frances Witt-McMahan Margie Clemmer
CASA Corridor of East Tennessee SETHRA CASA

Hea+her MOOFG-F rancis

CASA of the 9th Judicial District
5 yeaI‘S Of Service Julieanna Huddle

Alisa Hobbs CASA Inc. of Davidson Counfy
CASA Monroe

W hitney McLaughlin
CASA of Northeast Tennessee

Rachel Spencer
CASA of Dickson County

Kesha Shipe W aters
CASA of the Tennessee Heartland

Cougradubodion

TO THESE LOCAL CASA PROGRAMS ON
THEIR PROGRAM ANNIVERSARY

CASA of East Tennessee ASA Madison County CASA
CASA of Memphis/Shelby County Sumney/ounty WAS Rutherford County CASA
Wilson County CASA

CASA of Ccmpbe" County
CASA of Maury County
CASA Monroe Ldkeway CASA
CASA of Henderson County
CASA Corridor of East Tennessee
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THANK YOU

from Tennessee CASA

We would like to recognize the following
individuals and organizations for their support:

Tennessee CASA Board of Directors
National Court Appoinfed Specio| Advocates Association

Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth
Tennessee Bar Foundation - IOLTA Program
Tennessee Emp|oyees Charitable Compaign
Victims of Crime Assistance Program

General Motors (GM) Foundation
5+op|es Foundation

Special thanks goes out to the following...

Jannnen0(
Smith Harris&Carr
Meagan Frazier, with Smith, Harris & Carr, for donating her
services at a value of $20,000 for this last year.

[l
HALL STRATEGIES

Thank you for your dedicoﬁon, experﬁse, and vision

in deve|oping the statewide volunteer recruitment campaign for Tennessee CASA.

B
Eorg'?
The
Chili,

Nashville Public Library Photographer - Karin Ruiz

Tablecloths - CASA WOFkS, Inc. Brunch provided by CRAVE Cq+ering
11

This project is partially funded under an agreement with the state of Tennessee.



Tennessee CASA Association
412 Golden Bear Court, Suite B202

Murfreesboro, TN 37128
O: 615-220-3990 | F: 866-514-3712

WWWw.tncasa.org




